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sj accept many things which are utterly without proof, or even absolutely inexplicable. Ay, we may go so far as to say, that without the facts of Biblical revelation, the enigmas of our existence, the world, the Church, and history, are increased tenfold. This indicates to us the weak point of
II
The Scientific Systems of Unbelief.
These, nowadays, conduct themselves more than ever as if they represented science par excellence. They will hear of none but scientific arguments, and so against them none but a strictly scientific procedure can avail. From the very beginning the Church did not shrink from this struggle, and by means of it she constantly attained a clearer consciousness of the substantial elements of her own belief. Apology was the mother of dogmatical science. However great the harm may be which is done to whole generations by the systems of unbelief, yet it should be borne in mind that every earnest and honorable contest with scientific opponents has, in the end, always enriched the Church's store of truth, brought to light new weapons from her inexhaustible arsenal, and demonstrated anew the steadfastness of the foundations of our faith. " Forward!" then, must be our motto, as against mod-